
Ashe Wednesday sermon, March 2, 2022 

On the first day of Lent, Ash Wednesday several years ago ted Turner, founder and C.E.O. of the Cable 

News Network (C.N.N.) observed several members of his office staff with ashes smeared on their 

foreheads. He made an on-the-cuff remark which was heard by employees standing close to him. He 

called them “Jesus freaks”. His comment drew a negative reaction, and Mister Turner was forced to 

apologize for his bigotry and insensitivity. 

It is undeniably true that ashes make every face a bit comic. When I was in Frankfort in a previous 

assignment, parishioners often complained that the crossed I traced on their foreheads with ashes were 

too large and likely to draw the unwanted attention of people on the street. They were right. The 

strange sight of dirt on the forehead often elicited smiles or howls of laughter. 

By intentionally making ourselves appear to look silly we are, to quote Saint Paul, “fools for Christ’s sake. 

There can be little doubt that in our secular culture, Christians, particularly Catholics, are often labeled 

superstitious morons, and unworthy to be taken seriously. The above mentioned Ted Turner openly 

derided the Disciples of Christ as “losers”.  

Among the most revered saints in the Russian Orthodox Church are the so-called  “Holy Fools” whose 

behavior was roundly mocked but who earned the admiration of so many of the faithful. 

Christ, himself, was considered a fool by the Roman soldiers and was treated as such. In Saint Matthew’s 

account of the Passion, we read the following: 

“They stripped off his clothes and put a scarlet robe on him. Then they made a crown of thorns out of 

thorny branches and placed it on his head and put a stick in his right hand. And they knelt down and 

made fun of him”. 

In today’s gospel fasting is strongly recommended as well as giving alms and having a more attentive 

attitude to prayer. If we are honest with ourselves, we’ll admit that prayer, almsgiving and fasting are 

not so popular today.  

Who wants to be reminded that Lent is a penitential season during which called by the Church to return 

to God and to the practice of the faith.  

Let us make this lent a forty day retreat. Let us all rediscover our Catholic faith.  

Let the enemies of the faith laugh at us. Just remember that God has the last laugh! 

 

 

 

  


